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Strasbourg astronomical Data Center (CDS):
collection and worldwide distribution of astronomical data and related 
information, created in 1972

The CDS hosts:

• the SIMBAD astronomical database: the world reference database for 
the identification of astronomical objects

• VizieR: the catalogue service for the CDS reference collection of 
astronomical catalogues and tables published 

• Aladin: interactive software sky atlas for access, visualization and 
analysis of astronomical images, surveys, catalogues, databases and related 
data

http://simbad.u-strasbg.fr/simbad
http://simbad.u-strasbg.fr/simbad
http://vizier.u-strasbg.fr/
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http://aladin.u-strasbg.fr/aladin.gml


SIMBAD is the acronym for:        Set
                                          of  Identifications,

                                                   Measurements
                                             and Bibliography
                                              for Astronomical

                     Data.



VizieR: most complete library of published astronomical 
catalogues and data tables online >10000



Aladin (Access to Library and Database Information Network)

interactive software sky atlas: visualize astronomical images, 
superimpose catalogue information



Workshop Program 
9:15 -   9:45 Introduction, Overview VO Tools

  9:45 - 10:00 Topcat - analysis and manipulation of catalogues and tables
10:00 - 10:30 Exercise Session I: crossmatches, spectral access with Topcat & SPLAT
10:30 - 11:00 Coffee Break 
11:00 - 12:30 Exercise Session II: cone search, calibration & visualization with Aladin 
12:30 - 13:30 Lunch
13:30 - 14:00 The CDS portal: working with Simbad, VizieR and Aladin
14:00 - 15:00 Simulation Databases
15:00 - 15:30 Coffee Break
15:30 - 16:30 Accessing data archives via TAP and ADQL
16:30 - 17:00 Summary & Discussion



Summary 
• tools (Vizier, Simbad, Topcat,  Aladin, Splat)

• service interoperability (SSIA, SSAP, SAMP)

• data retrieval for images, spectra, catalogues, simulation data

• table manipulation and data visualization

• astrometric calibration of images

• image handling (rgb composite, object identification)

• spectral analysis (plotting, fitting, line profile analysis & 
identification)

• object selection and bibliographic queries

• simulation database queries

• access data with TAP and ADQL


